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What are the UK’s strengths in this skill?

-  The UK has a strong tradition of TVET programs that include course in web development where 
many UK’s educational institutions have strong ties with tech companies.   

-  The UK regularly hosts hackathons and coding competitions that encourage innovation and practical 
problem-solving skills. These events provide students with opportunities to apply their knowledge in 
competitive settings, preparing them for international competitions like WorldSkills. 

-	 	Many	institutions	offer	extracurricular	programs	and	clubs	focused	on	web	development	and	
programming. These programs provide additional practice and mentorship, helping students to 
refine	their	skills	and	gain	confidence	in	their	abilities.	

What are the UK’s areas for development?

Despite	the	UK’s	strong	infrastructure	and	potential	in	the	field	of	web	development	and	vocational	
education,	several	key	areas	require	attention	to	enhance	the	effectiveness	and	competitiveness	of	the	
UK’s TVET system, particularly in the FE sector. 

Up-to-Date Industry Knowledge: Educators need regular training to stay current with the latest 
technologies and industry standards. Continuous professional development (CPD) programs should 
include courses on new programming languages, frameworks, and tools such as React, Node.js, Laravel 
and cloud-based technologies. 

Outdated Curriculum: One of the primary issues is the outdated curriculum that does not keep pace 
with the rapid advancements in web technologies. While other countries continuously update their 
curricula	to	reflect	the	latest	industry	trends	and	technologies,	the	UK’s	FE	sector	often	lags	behind.	
Educators	should	collaborate	with	industry	experts	to	design	and	update	the	curriculum.	This	ensures	
that the skills and knowledge imparted to students are aligned with industry needs. 

Industry-Relevant Skills: There is a need for a curriculum that emphasizes current industry standards, 
including modern programming languages, frameworks, and tools can better prepare students for the 
demands of the tech industry. 

Insufficient Practical Training: While	the	infrastructure	exists,	the	FE	sector	often	falls	short	in	
providing	sufficient	hands-on	training	opportunities.	Practical	experience	is	essential	for	mastering	
web development skills, and there is a need to integrate more project-based learning and real-world 
simulations into the curriculum. 

Student-centred Learning: The UK education system should emphasize student-centred learning, 
where students are encouraged to take responsibility for their education. This approach will increase 
critical thinking, problem-solving, and independent learning skills that are essential for success in both 
competitions and professional settings. 



What are the key skills that UK Educators need to develop/improve in their students in 
readiness for competitions, industry & employment?

National Competitions Employment / Industry

-  Strong knowledge in multiple coding languages 
(HTML, CSS, JavaScript, PHP) and JS/PHP based 
frameworks (React, Vue, Laravel Node.js etc). 

-  Skills in creating user-friendly and visually 
appealing interfaces. 

-  Regular coding challenges and hackathons to 
enhance problem-solving speed and accuracy 
and ability to learn new technologies and adapt 
to changing environments. 

-  Comprehensive understanding of both front-
end and back-end development with projects 
that require students to build complete 
applications, from database to user interface. 

-	 	Ability	to	effectively	communicate	project	ideas	
and results. 

-	 	Proficiency	in	using	Git	and	GitHub	for	
collaborative projects and version control. 

-  Encourage students to create a portfolio of 
projects that demonstrate skills and knowledge. 

Employers frequently cite a lack of soft skills 
among graduates, including communication, 
teamwork, and problem-solving abilities. These 
skills are critical for career success but are often 
underemphasized in the current curriculum. 

-  Addressing the elements required for 
competition will enhance students’ 
employability, as these aspects are integral 
to the industry standards for full-stack web 
developers. 

Training/CPD resources for UK educators

The	WorldSkills	technical	description	(TD)	and	the	skill	matrix	available	on	the	WSUK	website	are	an	
excellent	starting	point	for	educators.	The	TD	also	has	a	repository	that	expands	continuously	with	
multiple	test	projects	from	past	and	current	competitions	covering	different	aspects.
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Key areas of focus for UK Educators
1. Create Real-World Problem Test Projects 
Authentic Challenges: Develop assessments that mimic real-world problems. These projects 
should require students to think critically, solve complex issues, and apply their knowledge in 
practical scenarios. This approach not only prepares students for competitions but also for the 
challenges they will face in their careers. 

Example: Create a project where students must design and implement a full-stack web application 
for a hypothetical client, incorporating user authentication, database interactions, and responsive 
design. 

 

2. Emphasize Group Work and Collaboration 
Team Projects: Encourage students to work in groups to develop web projects. Group work fosters 
collaboration, communication, and problem-solving skills, which are essential in both competitions 
and professional environments. 

Example: Assign a project where students must collaborate to build a comprehensive e-commerce 
site, with each member responsible for different aspects such as front-end design, back-end 
development, and database management. 

 

3. Focus on Modern Technologies and Frameworks
Technical Skills Development: Ensure that your curriculum includes in-depth training on essential 
technologies such as CSS, JavaScript, PHP, Laravel, or React. Keeping up-to-date with these 
technologies will make your students more competitive and industry-ready. 

Example: Integrate modules and hands-on labs that cover advanced topics in these technologies. 
Use platforms like Codecademy, Udemy, or Coursera for additional resources and practice. 

 

4. Continuous Professional Development 
Stay Updated: As educators, it’s crucial to stay updated with the latest advancements in web 
development. Participate in professional development courses, attend industry conferences, and 
engage with online communities. 

Example: Regularly take part in workshops and training sessions on new web development trends 
and technologies. Join professional networks like the Association for Learning Technology (ALT) or 
British Computer Society (BCS) and online forums such as Stack Overflow and GitHub. 

 

5. Incorporate Industry Collaboration 
Partnerships with Tech Companies: Establish partnerships with tech companies (or actively 
involve them) to ensure your curriculum and learning outcomes are aligned with industry needs. 
These partnerships can also provide valuable opportunities for internships and real-world project 
experiences for your students. 

Example: Collaborate with local tech firms to offer guest lectures, industry projects, and internship 
placements for students. 

 

https://www.alt.ac.uk/
https://www.bcs.org/
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6. Focus on Soft Skills and Professionalism 
Holistic Development: Beyond technical skills, emphasize the importance of soft skills such as 
communication, teamwork, and time management. These skills are highly valued by employers and 
crucial for a successful career. 

Example: Integrate soft skills training into your curriculum through workshops, role-playing 
activities, and team-building exercises. 

 

7. Encourage Continuous Learning 
Lifelong Learning Mindset: Instil a mindset of continuous learning in your students. Encourage 
them to seek out additional resources, pursue certifications, and stay curious about emerging 
technologies. 

Example: Provide resources for further learning and encourage students to participate in online 
courses, webinars, and tech meetups. 

Final Thoughts
We must Encourage students to participate in web projects that mimic real-world scenarios. These 
could be collaborations with local businesses or simulated projects designed to reflect industry 
challenges. 

Facilitate more opportunities for students to gain hands-on experience through internships 
and apprenticeships. This can help bridge the gap between theoretical knowledge and practical 
application or integrate work-based learning components into the curriculum, allowing students to 
spend time in actual workplaces as part of their education. 

Incorporate digital tools and resources into teaching. Use platforms for coding practice, virtual labs, 
and online collaborative tools to enhance learning. 

Establish mentorship programs where experienced professionals from the industry mentor 
students. This can provide valuable insights, guidance, and support. 

Encourage companies to play a more active role in the education system can keep the curriculum 
up-to-date and relevant to industry needs. This collaboration ensures that students are well-
prepared for the current job market and future industry trends. 

Encourage educators to join professional networks and communities of practice where they can 
share experiences, resources, and best practices and promote collaborative projects between 
educational institutions to share resources, expertise, and innovative practices. 

Political and financial support for the FE sector has been inconsistent, affecting the quality and 
availability of resources for vocational training. Sustainable funding models are necessary to 
maintain and improve the quality of education. 

A supportive policy framework that prioritizes vocational education and training can drive long-
term improvements. Policies should encourage industry partnerships, continuous curriculum 
updates, and professional development for educators. 


